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Len Vacher, Ph.D 2013 USF GAS Award Recipient 

Len Vacher has had a long and distinguished career as a USF faculty 
member in the department of Geology and continues to be instrumental to the geologic 
community, both locally and nationally.  He has influenced many students and continues 
to be a friend to geology alumni. He continuously strives to find quality students for 
professional internships at private firms and government agencies; building trust and 
relationships that far exceed mere job-matching.  His efforts in reaching out to the Florida 
geologic community and re-introducing them to the Geology Department and to USF is 
exemplary and the Geology Alumni Society is proud to present him with the 2013 GAS 
Award.  

 Born in Washington, DC, Len received his BS in Geology at the University of Washington; 
obtained a MS and Ph.D.  from Northwestern University; and  did a Post-doctoral 
fellowship at SUNY Binghamton.  Len was a Phi Beta Kappa and an NSF Graduate Fellow 
while completing his MS. Immediately after his post-doctoral, Len became the Resident 
Consultant-Geogist/Hydrologist for the Bermuda Public Works Department.  After 
Bermuda, Len taught at Washington State University for nine years.  While there, he 

taught Introductory Geology for non-science majors and graduate sedimentology courses.  

In 1983, Len moved to Tampa and started his career at USF as a Professor.  He’s taught a plethora of courses while at 
USF, including Physical Geology, Geology for Engineers, Computational Geology, and even a course entitled Arguments 
in Geology.  At the graduate level, he has taught Physical Principles of Groundwater Flow, and who could forget 
Hydrology of Islands and Coast, Mathematical Flow Nets, Meteoric Diagenesis, and Math Concepts for Seismology.  
Although not a fan at first, Len has come to embrace and coordinate what was once known as the MS Internship 
Track, now the Professional Science Masters (PSM) in Geology. He currently co-teaches the Introduction to Professional 
Geology course which is a required course in the PSM.  Len became a Licensed Professional Geology (PG-785) in the 
state of Florida, one of only a few faculty members to do so. Len won the USF Teaching Incentive Program Award in 
1994 and again in 1998, as well as the Professor Excellence Program in 1998.  He won the Neil Miner Award from the 
National Association of Geoscience Teachers in 2004, it’s the highest award of excellence for college-level faculty.

One of Len’s most notable achievements at USF was as the catalyst for the Geology Alumni Society in 1997.  His idea 
to bring geology students back to the fold of USF was visionary.  He initially sold the idea to a few of his old students 
by telling them the Alumni Society would be a great vehicle for partying with friends.  Since those initial years of 
networking and socializing, the Geology Alumni Society has expanded its purpose to include philanthropy in Geoscience 
education as its main goal.  Len remains actively involved. From 2006 to 2008 Len was a member of the Karst Waters 
Institute.  He also belonged to the National Caves and Karst Research Institute from 2005 to 2010.  He was on the 
Charter board of directors for the National Caves and Karst Research Institute (NCKRI) from 2006 to 2010. 

But Len’s most recent passion is Quantitative Literacy (QL).  According to some of Len’s colleagues, “QL in its present 
form has taken shape only in recent decades” (Madison and Steen in Numeracy, 2007). Steen has stated that although 
our world is inundated with numbers, most students leave high school with quantitative skills far below what is 
necessary to live well in modern society, many college students need remedial mathematics, and many adults lack 
necessary mathematical skills even after graduating from college.  Len was on the founding board of National Numeracy 
Network, Inc. and is currently Director Emeritus.  Dorothy Wallace, a professor of Mathematics at Dartmouth College, 
and Len are founding co-editors of Numeracy, an open-access, peer-reviewed, electronic journal based out of the USF 
Library (http://scholarcommons.usf.edu/numeracy/). Numeracy is in its fifth year and has published 85 papers on topics 
including intersections with social sciences; financial numeracy; health numeracy; math anxiety; and cognition.


